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METHANE TO MARKETS PARTNERSHIP 

COAL SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4

th
 Session of the Coal Subcommittee 

Tuscaloosa, United States 

22 - 23 May 2006   
 

Meeting Minutes 

 

Summary  

 

The fourth session of the Coal Subcommittee was held on 22 – 23 May 2006, in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 

USA. During this meeting, delegates reviewed the status of planned activities from the existing 
Subcommittee Action Plan, presented updates on country-specific activities, heard from Project Network 

members on their emerging needs and priorities, and agreed on new activities for an updated action plan. 

Another major focus of this meeting was planning for activities to support the Methane to Markets 
Partnership Expo to be held in the fall 2007 in Beijing, China. 

 

In developing their latest Action Plan activities, the Subcommittee members continued to focus on 
country-specific data and technology needs, overcoming key barriers to project development, and 

increasing outreach to the Project Network. The revised Action Plan is based on experiences from the past 

years’ activities, the latest input from the Project Network, and the Steering Committee charges. The 

Subcommittee considered all of these inputs in identifying Action Plan activities that will help prepare for 
the Partnership Expo in 2007. The Partnership Expo will be a significant step in accelerating specific 

projects and technologies and is a critical juncture point for Project Network involvement. 

  

Opening Remarks and Introductions 

 

Co-Chairs Pamela Franklin of the United States and Subrata Chaudhuri of India, along with Acting Vice 

Chair Liu Wenge (acting for Mr. Huang Shengchu, who was unable to attend) of China, opened the 
meeting on 22 May 2006. The meeting was attended by Partner country delegates, Project Network 

members, and staff from the Administrative Support Group (ASG). A list of attendees is included as 

Annex 1 to these minutes.  
 

The Co-Chairs reviewed the meeting goals and the charges from the Steering Committee that were 

presented at the last Subcommittee meeting in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in November 2005. One primary 
goal was to discuss the status of several projects and activities. The Subcommittee reviewed the standing 

charges from the Steering Committee, which include moving from a global to a country-specific focus, 

planning for the Partnership Expo, developing key documents and resources with translations, and 

preparing effective outreach materials for expanding the Partnership. 
 

Dr. Franklin reviewed the meeting’s agenda, which included the following discussion areas: 

 
1) Status of existing items in the action plan, including updates on country-specific activities 

2) Financing opportunities for coal mine methane (CMM) through the World Bank  

3) Update on activities and priorities from the Project Network  
4) Planning for the Partnership Expo 

5) Updating the action plan with new activities for the current year 
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She asked for comments on the agenda, and received a request from the Australian delegate to include a 
specific discussion on the CMM technology database that is under development. Dr. Franklin agreed that 

this should also be included and time would be allocated in the meeting to cover this. With no further 

comments, the agenda was adopted.  

 

Updates on Subcommittee Activities  

 

Progress has been made on a number of Subcommittee Action Plan activities since the last Subcommittee 
meeting in Argentina in November 2005. Reviews and updates on these activities were presented at the 

meeting by the lead delegates or Project Network members involved with the activities. Following is a 

summary of key points from those presentations. Detailed presentation files are posted on the Methane to 
Markets web site, and results of these activities are integrated into the Subcommittee Action Plan.  

 

Regional CMM Workshop in Beijing, China. Hideo Shindo of the New Energy and Industrial 

Technology Development Organization (NEDO) summarized the Methane to Markets Partnership 
Regional Workshop that was held in Beijing on December 2, 2005. The workshop focused on CMM 

project opportunities in China and included an open forum discussion of CMM experiences and needs in 

Argentina, India, Nigeria, Russia, and Ukraine. The workshop was hosted by the China Coal Information 
Institute and China Coalbed Methane Clearinghouse and was held in conjunction with the 4

th
 International 

Symposium on Coalbed Methane/Coal Mine Methane in China. The workshop presented the first 

opportunity for some developing countries to learn from others’ experiences with CMM project 
development and to share information on their needs and plans. It also addressed one of the main 

Subcommittee Action Plan elements: to overcome barriers associated with technology transfer.  

 

Global Information Products and Activities. There are a number of ongoing Subcommittee activities in 
response to short-term action plan objectives to develop global products and guidance materials:  

 

 CMM Overview Document. Barbora Jemelkova of the USA presented an update on the 

preparation of the document Global Overview of CMM Opportunities, which includes 32 country 
profiles. In addition to identifying CMM opportunities in the countries, the document describes 

challenges to gas recovery and utilization, presents tables that compare data across countries, and 

discusses issues associated with abandoned mines. The document is in its final phase of 

development, with a draft version scheduled to be posted for comment in mid-June 2006 on the 
Methane to Markets Web site and a final document scheduled for release in July 2006.  

 

 Database of CMM Projects. Ms. Jemelkova also described U.S. EPA’s development of a Web-

based global database of CMM projects. The draft database houses information on over 200 
CMM projects around the world, with many more project-specific details than are available 

through either the country profiles or the CMM overview document. The objective is to create an 

active database that can be readily populated with project-specific details. 

 

 CMM Technology Database. John Karas of Australia provided an update on the development of 

a CMM technology database. The draft database is organized around technology types (rather 

than on a country basis), such as those associated with the broader categories of 

capture/utilization, drainage/purification, ventilation air methane (VAM), and catalytic oxidation. 
At this point in time, Mr. Karas is asking for feedback from the Subcommittee on the draft 

database regarding format, subcategorization of technologies, and options provided. In finalizing 

the database, Mr. Karas recommended, the Subcommittee should consider integrating the results 
of the technology database with the U.S. EPA’s CMM projects database. This cross-linking 
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would give project developers a useful tool for investigating and evaluating possible technology 

applications. 

 

 Regulatory/Gas Ownership White Paper. Ms. Jemelkova provided an update on the U.S. 

EPA’s work on a white paper covering ownership and regulatory issues in Partner countries. She 

stated that a questionnaire on this subject had gone out to Subcommittee members, and that a 

follow-up questionnaire will also be going out. The responses will be used to finalize the draft 
white paper, which is scheduled to be released in the fall of 2006.  

 

 United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Activities. The UNECE has 

been actively involved in a number of CMM-related activities that are relevant to the Methane to 
Markets Partnership and specifically to the Subcommittee Action Plan. Co-chair Pamela Franklin 

provided an update on these activities on behalf of Clark Talkington of the UNECE, who was 

unable to attend.  
 

The UNECE has been investigating the development of uniform technical standards and 

terminology, one of the Subcommittee Action Plan activities for overcoming the barrier of clarity 

in legal and regulatory issues. The investigation has focused on uniformity in terminology, as the 
issue of uniformity in technical standards has been determined to be much more impractical to 

address considering the country-specific differences in economic practices, social structures, and 

mining conditions. As part of the investigation, the UNECE has distributed a questionnaire 
through its Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Coal Mine Methane, within which suggested definitions 

for coal seam methane were proposed for comment. Using the results of the survey, the Ad Hoc 

Group of Experts will develop recommendations for uniform terminology and compare these with 
terms currently in use in different countries. A full report on the questionnaire results is planned 

for a June or July 2006 release. 

 

The UNECE also held a financing workshop on January 31, 2006, in conjunction with its annual 
meeting of the Ad Hoc Group of Experts on CMM. The workshop covered institutional project 

financing, including the identification of key criteria necessary to finance CMM projects. A 

variety of presentation materials and products from the workshop are available on the UNECE 
Web site. In addition to this workshop, the UNECE has begun a project to support financing of 

CMM projects in central and eastern Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States. It is 

anticipated that there will be workshops and regular updates on this project as it progress; 

Subcommittee members should consult the project Web site for more information 
(http://www.unece.org/ie/cmm/Welcome.html). 

 

The UNECE also plans to support a number of CMM technical workshops in the upcoming 
months, including ones in the Russian Federation (September 20–22, 2006), Ukraine (tentatively, 

first half of 2007), Poland (second half of 2007), and possibly Austria (June 6–7, 2007). Further 

information on these workshops can be obtained at the UNECE’s Web site. 
 

Update on the Asia Pacific Partnership Coal Mining Task Force 

 

Alfred Whitehouse of the U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of Surface Mining, presented an 
overview and update on CMM-related activities under the Asia Pacific Partnership on Clean 

Development and Climate. The Asia Pacific Partnership, a multilateral effort to accelerate the 

development and deployment of clean energy technologies, includes Australia, China, India, Japan, South 
Korea, and the United States. Mr. Whitehouse described the CMM-related activities of the Asia Pacific 

Partnership’s Coal Mining Task Force. He noted that the Coal Mining Task Force intends to complement, 

not duplicate, the efforts of the Methane to Markets Partnership. The Coal Mining Task Force is more 



 4 

focused on “operations” than the impediments to CMM projects; accordingly, its planned activities 

included resource assessment, best practices for drainage/utilization, and technology demonstration. The 
Task Force plans to release a final Action Plan in August 2006.  

 

Following Mr. Whitehouse’s presentation, the Subcommittee participants discussed how to work out 

complementary roles between the Methane to Markets and Asia Pacific Partnerships. There was general 
agreement that there will be opportunities to share information, and possibly more integrated activities to 

deliver and showcase CMM projects particularly in support of the Partnership Expo. There was a 

suggestion that the Methane to Markets Partnership may be the best avenue for delivering/distributing 
project information to a wider country audience. Mr. Whitehouse indicated that the Asia Pacific 

Partnership would likely support such information sharing. Recognizing the need to continue direct 

communication between the Partnerships to establish these complementary roles, Mr. Karas from 
Australia and Co-Chair Dr. Franklin (who is also a member of the U.S. Asia Pacific Partnership Coal 

Mining Task Force delegation) both plan to engage in discussions with the Coal Mining Task Force to 

identify cross-over opportunities.  

 

Update on General ASG Activities 

 

Erin Birgfeld, head of the ASG, provided an update on the most recent ASG activities. Ms. Birgfeld 
highlighted recent membership activities including Germany’s formal request to join the Partnership 

(possibly by July 2006) and the increase of the Project Network membership to over 300. Other recent 

ASG work includes the translation of a number of outreach materials into Russian, Chinese, and Spanish. 
 

Ms. Birgfeld then demonstrated the ASG’s online draft project tracking system, showing the input forms 

and information needed for entries. When completed, this Web-based system will track Methane to 

Markets activities, advertise opportunities for projects, identify project needs and opportunities, and help 
to showcase projects in preparation for the Partnership Expo. It will also support the dissemination of 

tools, databases, and guidance materials. The tracking system is scheduled to be launched in the fall of 

2006.  
 

Subcommittee participants asked several questions about the proposed project tracking system as 

described by the ASG. Regarding a question on what information the Web site will actually display to 

readers (i.e., what will be shown as opposed to what is input), Ms. Birgfeld stated that all but the financial 
information will be displayed. In response to a question on what type of format is to be used for the field 

“estimated GHG reductions,” she said that the ASG needs to collect feedback on what is the most 

appropriate format for the reductions information. Another question concerned the mechanism for follow-
up and how updates would be obtained; Ms. Birgfeld responded that this will be a challenge, and that it 

will rely on requests to the providers to regularly update their project information. She also brought up the 

possibility of a role for the ASG in collecting country updates to the system.  
 

Mr. Karas of Australia raised a concern about the Subcommittee’s role in screening project information 

that is submitted to the tracking system. Would posting the information in the tracking system, he asked, 

be perceived as an “endorsement” of such project information or technologies by the Methane to Markets 
Partnership? This could be a concern where there are marginal or possibly inaccurate submissions. 

Members of the Project Network suggested one possible solution: include a technical review of 

submissions by sector teams from the Subcommittees in order to determine the reasonableness of the 
submitted data. No resolution was reached on this subject, but it was recognized as an important issue to 

consider as the system nears completion. 
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Financing CMM Projects  

 
Mr. Kentaro Yabe of the World Bank Carbon Finance Unit presented a general overview on carbon 

financing, the world carbon market, and carbon finance in the CMM sector. Mr. Yabe described a number 

of the funds and facilities available through the World Bank, and described how the carbon market is 

currently proceeding. He noted the high prevalence of non-CO2 gases in the market, as well as the 
relatively small number of CMM projects currently being funded through carbon finance mechanisms. He 

emphasized that until December 2005, there was no approved U.N. Clean Development Mechanism 

(CDM) methodology for CMM projects—a prerequisite for CDM project development. The recently 
approved CDM methodology (ACM0008), which incorporates recovery of both CMM from active mines 

and ventilation air methane (VAM), is expected to accelerate the development of CMM-related CDM 

projects. Mr. Yabe discussed a number of issues with CMM that still need to be resolved including: i) 
competition with other carbon funds that have primarily focused on other, non-CMM project types; ii) use 

of only one commercially available technology for VAM; iii) challenges procuring capital investments for 

CMM projects, which is the prerequisite for carbon financing; and iv) no existing approved methodology 

for capture and use of methane from abandoned mines (AMM). 
 

After Mr. Yabe’s presentation, the Subcommittee discussed how to use carbon financing to move projects 

forward. One possibility raised was submitting a AMM project methodology for CDM approval through 
the UNFCCC Secretariat’s review board. Such a methodology might lead to more CDM project 

development in this area. Delegates familiar with the CDM process noted that when submitting a CDM 

method for approval, at least one project must be identified as part of the submission. No consensus was 
reached on pursuing this action immediately. The Subcommittee recognized that CDM is an important 

potential driver for CMM projects and that there may be some role for the Subcommittee in preparing 

measurement, and monitoring guidance that could be applied to CDM project development. 

 
Members of the Project Network asked Mr. Yabe whether there are minimum or maximum sizes of 

projects necessary for funding under World Bank mechanisms, and whether there are set percentages of 

equity investment required of project developers. Mr. Yabe stated that different funds are oriented to 
different-size projects. The Community Development Carbon Fund, for example, is targeted specifically 

to small-scale projects; most of the other funds tend to handle projects with large potential for certified 

emission reductions (CERs), which makes them more efficient. Mr. Yabe stated that one way to increase 

efficiency for smaller project development is to “bundle” smaller projects into one carbon-financing 
package to gain efficiencies in the cost of methodology development, monitoring strategies, and other 

technical support activities. Equity investment is project-specific and there are no set percentages 

required. 
 

Country Profile Updates  

 
Each attending Partner and observer country delegate was given an opportunity to present a status update 

on the CMM activities. The results of country-specific activities and emerging needs are reflected in the 

Subcommittee Action Plan. Detailed presentation files of country updates are available at the Methane to 

Markets Web site. 

 

Planning for the Partnership Expo 

 
Ms. Birgfeld of the ASG provided an update on the Methane to Markets Partnership Expo. The cross-

sector Partnership Expo Task Force has met three times since the full Partnership Meeting in November 

2005, with participants from each of the technical Subcommittees. The Task Force has made preliminary 
recommendations to the Steering Committee, which will be further developed as Subcommittees discuss 

the Expo’s agenda and format. The Task Force has proposed a three- to four-day event in the fall of 2007, 
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and the government of China has offered to host the Expo in Beijing. The name of the event has been 

modified to “Partnership Expo” to reflect more than just project-related activities and events. The Expo 
will include a number of elements, such as exhibition booths for technology vendors and project 

developers, opportunities to present and discuss individual projects and their development needs, 

subcommittee meetings/technical sessions, and a Steering Committee meeting.  

 
Ms. Birgfeld highlighted immediate considerations for the Subcommittee in terms of planning for the 

Expo. Subcommittees should provide guidance for project exhibitions at the Expo. Also, Subcommittees 

are being asked to develop draft agendas that will cover approximately 1½ days of sector-specific 
discussions and activities, as well as input to any cross-cutting elements. Ms. Birgfeld presented a draft 

agenda developed by the Landfill Subcommittee as an example. In developing their sector-specific tracks, 

Subcommittees should consider the Expo’s key objectives, including the showcasing of project 
opportunities and technologies and discussions on overcoming technical, financial, and other barriers to 

project development. Ms. Birgfeld also emphasized the need of the Subcommittees to identify key 

participants for their sector at the Expo and to develop strategies to ensure their attendance and 

participation. 
 

Ray Pilcher, a Project Network member, presented an overview of the Carbon Expo 2006 (held in 

Cologne, Germany, on 10 – 12 May 2006) and highlighted “lessons learned” from that event that could be 
applied to the Methane to Markets Partnership Expo. He made three specific recommendations for a 

successful event: i) find sponsors that have the same goals as Methane to Markets, including industry 

representatives, government agencies, and project finance sources; ii) be proactive in identifying projects, 
at all stages of development and from a variety of venues and sectors, and obtain documentation on these 

projects for distribution at the Expo; and iii) choose a convention location and center that can support a 

world-class event that will draw the intended audience. Mr. Pilcher stated that his experience at Carbon 

Expo 2006 indicates a significant need for an event focused on concrete project opportunities that can 
bring together business and technical experts. He also stressed the need for advanced planning to ensure 

that all the elements come together for a successful event.  

 
Following these presentations, there was open discussion on ideas for the Partnership Expo planning. Mr. 

Karl Schultz, a Project Network member, agreed with Mr. Pilcher that a quality venue and convention 

center are needed for an expo of this stature. He suggested that the Carbon Expo is a good model to learn 

from, and that the Partnership Expo planners should consider substantial sponsorship and subsidization of 
the Expo to secure participation of developers and investors. He cautioned that the number of attendees 

will not likely reach the levels of the Carbon Expo, predicting that attendance would be numbered in the 

hundreds rather than the thousands. Mr. Schultz stressed the importance of timing for the Expo since the 
event will be occurring at a critical time for project development in the context of the overall carbon 

market and the CDM process. Other Project Network members reiterated that the Expo is meant to 

present good project opportunities and to have key stakeholders present to match those opportunities. 
 

All participants agreed that governments can help prepare for the Partnership Expo by actively promoting 

methane collection and utilization projects, promoting CDM/Joint Implementation activities where 

applicable, and engaging the private investment sector. In effect, countries need to sell their own markets 
for project benefits by committing resources and activities to stimulate project development. Most 

participants agreed that many financiers are looking for projects, but that sufficient information about 

opportunities for quality projects needs to be presented to them in a timely and effective format. 
 

In response to Mr. Schultz’s comment on anticipated participation at the Partnership, most participants 

(and the ASG) agreed that this is an important issue requiring follow-up by each of the technical 
Subcommittees. Gauging the expected participation, in terms of both numbers and type, will allow the 
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ASG to better prepare an appropriate venue and allow countries to better plan for sponsorship of 

attendees. 
 

Project Network Update 

 

Three Project Network members, Karl Schultz, Richard Mattus, and Alexander Hoffmann, presented a 
consolidated Project Network perspective on the goals, expectations, and recommendations for the 

Subcommittee and for CMM project development in general under the Methane to Markets Partnership. 

The presenters are all part of a stakeholder group of Project Network members within the Subcommittee. 
The stakeholder group currently includes representatives from Green Gas International, MEGTEC 

Systems, GE Jenbacher, and the UNECE. The presenters noted that the stakeholder group is open to any 

Project Network members and that more participation is welcomed if the stakeholder group concept 
proves useful. 

 

One of the key points of the Project Network stakeholder group presentation was that market dynamics 

for CMM projects have changed significantly since the Methane to Markets Partnership started over 2 
years ago. One of the most important developments is the continually evolving carbon market, which is 

driving a large number of methane reduction projects. The stakeholder’s group emphasized the need for a 

better understanding and definition of the full carbon value chain associated with CMM projects, 
including the value of safety improvements, methane utilization, carbon credits, and improved 

technologies for gas collection. They highlighted the continuing need for more guidance and information 

on project financing and the preparation of bankable documents, particularly within the very technically 
oriented coal mining sector. They noted that Methane to Markets can help move smaller, more marginal 

CMM projects (in terms of CERs returned for project investment) ahead by showcasing all of the benefits 

they will achieve. Also, the group asked all members of the Subcommittee to assist in lobbying of 

government officials to improve the legal/regulatory/commercial frameworks surrounding CMM projects 
(e.g., gas ownership).  

 

As several of the delegates mentioned, a number of the other stakeholder recommendations are currently 
being addressed through Methane to Markets activities, such as linking Methane to Markets meetings to 

commercially oriented events, developing a centralized Methane to Markets Web site for distributing 

information, and developing a global database on project-specific information. Mr. Karas of Australia 

pointed out the stakeholder group’s recommendations did not include technology demonstrations; the 
stakeholder group agreed that that item should be added to the list.  

 

The Project Network stakeholder group raised the issue of projects that involve gas flaring instead of gas 
utilization, which prompted extensive discussion among the participants on this issue. There was general 

recognition that flaring is not consistent with the objective of sustainable energy development, wastes a 

valuable energy source, and provides fewer net greenhouse gas reductions. On the other hand, it is 
relatively inexpensive, allows faster project start-up, leads to quick carbon reductions, and can be used 

where there are significant fluctuations in gas flow. It was also noted that flaring may be viewed as an 

initial phase leading to gas utilization for easy recovery, particularly as it applies to a project initially 

conceived under CDM. There was general agreement that the Subcommittee can express no final opinion 
on strict specifications or policies regarding flaring. The Subcommittee participants agreed that a fact 

sheet or white paper on flaring vs. utilization would be a useful Subcommittee product. Lee Schultz and 

Karl Schultz of the Project Network agreed to lead this effort through consultation with delegates from 
India, Argentina, Japan, Nigeria, China, and Russia.  

 

 

 



 8 

Action Items for the Partnership Expo 

 
Dr. Franklin opened the discussion about identifying specific Action Plan activities in preparation for the 

Partnership Expo.  

 

The first item discussed was the criteria to be used by the Subcommittee to select projects for showcasing 
in the Partnership Expo. Mr. Karas asked whether it might be too premature to set such criteria at this 

point, or whether it may be better to review some projects first. Dr. Franklin responded that some minimal 

criteria are necessary at this point. Mr. Shindo, agreed that the Subcommittee probably needs to develop 
templates for a variety of project types, such as pre-feasibility and technology demonstration. A number 

Project Network members also agreed that some simplified guidance or templates would be useful to 

countries seeking to formulate site-specific showcases for projects. Ms. Birgfeld added that the 
Subcommittees need to develop minimum data fields that will convey important information about 

projects. Ms. Jemelkova stated that there is a joint UNECE/U.S. project to develop CMM projects in the 

Commonwealth of Independent States that will include the identification of critical information fields as 

they relate to CMM project sites. She said it may be possible to adapt those information fields into a more 
general key criteria listing for CMM projects. Vice-Chair, Mr. Liu Wenge, suggested that the format for 

the CDM Project Idea Note (PIN) could also be considered as a template starting point, as project 

developers have found it very useful. The Nigerian delegate, Solomon Adesanya, requested that financial 
data elements be included in the template.  

 

The meeting participants agreed that the template development should be a near-term action item, and that 
a draft template for project information based on the UNECE/U.S. project criteria would be distributed 

for Partner countries to review and comment on. No specific dates were set for the template development, 

but the overall goal is to have a final version of the CMM project information template by the next 

Subcommittee meeting. The Co-Chairs will set intermediate dates for preparation of the draft template 
and comment response periods to meet that goal.  

 

Another short-term action item is the identification of specific CMM project opportunities by all Partner 
countries. These projects, along with critical supporting information about their development potential, 

will be showcased at the Partnership Expo. As a short-term, post-meeting action item, all country 

delegates were asked to prepare a list of these specific projects or opportunities in their countries, or (if 

they have no in-country projects to report) to support the efforts to identify these projects in other Partner 
countries. This will be a critical step in the Partnership Expo planning, since a large part of the Expo will 

revolve around featuring project-specific opportunities. 

 
Identification and recruitment of key participants was identified as another important action in preparation 

for the Partnership Expo. Many Subcommittee participants agreed that more effort is needed to bring coal 

producers into the Methane to Markets Partnership, and most importantly to match them with technology 
service providers at the Partnership Expo. It was agreed that country delegates should contact coal 

producers, as well as national coal mining associations, to gauge their participation in the Expo. In 

addition, the Subcommittee should contact the World Coal Institute and possibly the Energy Information 

Administration to ensure their participation in the Expo.  

 

Review of Other Action Plan Activities 

 
In response to the Steering Committee charge to define and track Methane to Markets projects, the 

Subcommittee did not come to any conclusions on reviewing and labeling CMM projects. Ms. Birgfeld 

stated that a more finalized version of the Methane to Markets project tracking database may help to 
better define criteria and develop a strategy for tracking CMM projects that result from Methane to 

Markets activities. Mr. Shindo suggested that the ASG, in developing the tracking database, should 
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classify activities into two groups: one for ongoing activities and one for proposed activities. Guidelines 

for review and labeling could then be designed around each of the groups. There was general consensus 
among the participants that any review or labeling criteria should in no way limit submissions to the 

tracking database.  

 

The Co-Chairs reviewed upcoming workshops related to CMM, as they are considered an integral part of 
the Subcommittee Action Plan. The following upcoming workshops were identified: 

 

 UNECE CMM Conference (September 19–20, 2006, St. Petersburg, Russian Federation) 

 2
nd

 Western State Coal Mine Methane Recovery and Use Workshop (September 26–27, 2006, 

Grand Junction, Colorado, USA) 

 U.S. EPA-sponsored CMM workshop (October 4-5, 2006, Brisbane, Australia - Tentative) 

 China Coalbed Methane Clearinghouse Workshop (October 17–18, 2006), Beijing, China, hosted 

by China Coal Information Institute 

 Carbon Expo Asia (October 26–27, 2006, Beijing, China) 

 UNECE Ad Hoc Group of Experts (March 13–14, 2007, Geneva) 

 CMM Utilization Workshop (June 6–7, 2007, Austria) 

 

Next Subcommittee Meeting 
 

The Chairs entertained proposed dates and sites for the next Subcommittee meeting, to be held well in 

advance of the Partnership Expo dates to allow for mid-course assessment of planning activities. It was 

suggested that the next Subcommittee meeting could be held in conjunction with another conference that 
might help draw in new Project Network members, and also reach out to potential participants and 

attendees to the Partnership Expo. One possible venue noted was the Carbon Expo Asia to be held on 

October 26–27, 2006. That venue could provide an excellent opportunity to publicize the Partnership 
Expo event, as well as collect input from a larger audience of project developers and financiers. The 

participants reached no decision on a date and location for the next Subcommittee meeting, but the Chairs 

will investigate possibilities for joint participation with another applicable conference/workshop. 
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Washington, DC 20036 

United States 

1-202-822-9298 

Email: shindo@nedodc.org  

 

MEXICO 
 

Guillermo Florenzani 
Director, Coordinación General de Minería 

Puente de Tecamachalco # 6  

Col. Lomas de Tecamachalco 

Naucalpan 53950 

Mexico 

52 55 57299492 

Fax: 52 55 57299495 

NIGERIA 
 

Solomon Adesanya 

Nigerian Government 

Federal Ministry of Environment  

14 Aguiyi Ironsi Street 

Maitama, Abuja, Federal Capital Territory  

Nigeria 

234-9-413-8949. 

Fax: 234-9-413-8949 

Email: muyiwaad@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:cmd@cmpdi.co.in
mailto:carbo@tiscali.it
mailto:muyiwaad@yahoo.com
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RUSSIA 

 

Karkashadze Georgiy Grigolovich 
Professor 

Moscow State Mining University 

dom 6, Leninski prospect, Moscow  

300-4-14, Borisovskie prudi, Moscow 

Moscow, 119991 

Russia 

+7(095)2369564 

Fax: +7(095)2376488 

Email: karkash@msmu.ru 

Sergey Slastunov 
Vice-Rector 

Moscow State Mining University 

dom 6, Leninski prospect, GSP-1 

Moscow, 119991 

Russia 

+7(095)2363216 

Fax: +7(095)2346488 

Email: slastunov@msmu.ru

 

UNITED STATES 
 

Pamela Franklin – Co-Chair 

Team Leader, Coalbed Methane Outreach Program 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW (6202J) 

Washington, DC 20460 

United States 

1-202-343-9476 

Fax: 1-202-343-2202 
Email: franklin.pamela@epa.gov 

Barbora Jemelkova 

Program Manager 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW (6207J) 

Washington, DC 20460 

United States 

1-202-343-9899 

Fax: 1-202-343-2202 
Email: jemelkova.barbora@epa.gov 

 

mailto:karkash@msmu.ru
mailto:franklin.pamela@epa.gov
mailto:jemelkova.barbora@epa.gov
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Additional Attendees 

*Project Network Member 

AUSTRIA 
 

*Alexander Hoffmann 

Marketing Manager - Coal Mine Gas 

GE Jenbacher 
Achenseestr. 1-3  

Jenbach, 6200 

Austria 

+43 5244 600 2906 

Fax: +43 5244 600 42906 

Email: alexander.hoffmann@ge.com 

 

 

JAPAN 
Kotaro Ohga 
Research Fellow 

Hokkaido University 

N13 W8 Kitaku 

Sapporo, 060-8628 

Japan 

81-706-6306 

Fax: 81-706-6306 

Email: k-ohga@eng.hokudai.ac.jp 

*Sohei Shimada 

The University of Tokyo 

7-3-1, Hongo, Bunkyo-ku  

Tokyo, 113-0033 

Japan 

81-3-5841-7051 

Fax: 81-3-3818-7492 

Email: s-shimada@k.u-tokyo.ac.jp 

 

NEW ZEALAND 
Tennille Mares 

University of Canterbury 

Department of Geological Sciences  

University of Canterbury 

Christchurch, 8004 

New Zealand 

64 212307654 

Fax: 6433642769 

Email: tem36@student.canterbury.ac.nz 

 

SWEDEN 
 

*Richard Mattus 

MEGTEC Systems 

Theres Svenssons Gata 10  

Gothenburg SE-417 55 

Sweden 

+46-705 22 66 10 
Fax: +46-31 22 83 19 

Email: RMATTUS@MEGTEC.SE 

 

mailto:k-ohga@eng.hokudai.ac.jp
mailto:RMATTUS@MEGTEC.SE
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UNITED KINGDOM 
 

Robert Lee 
CEO 

Tiger Energy Corp 

Amadeus House  

Floral Street 

London, WC2E 9DP 

United Kingdom 

+44 20 7812 7309 

Fax: +44 20 7812 7308 

Email: rlee@tigerenergycorp.com 

 

*Karl Schultz 

Green Gas International 

C/- Otterman House, Level 1  

12 Petersham Road 

Richmond, Surrey TW10 6UW 

United Kingdom 

+44 208 614 9590 

Fax: +44 208 948 3536 

Email: karl.schultz@greengasinternational.com 

 

UNITED STATES 
 

Erin Birgfeld 

Head, Administrative Support Group 

Methane to Markets Partnership 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW (6202J) 

Washington, DC 20460 

United States 

1-202-343-9079 
Email: birgfeld.erin@epa.gov 

 

*Sadhona Bose 

Vice-President 

Bose Research & Development Inc 

14346 Jacob Lane  

Centreville, VA 20120-3305 

United States 

1-703.818.8919 

Fax: 1-703.818.8919 

Email: rkbose@reducingglobalwarming.com 

 

*Ranendra Bose 

Preseident & CEO 

Bose Research & Development Inc 

14346 Jacob Lane  

Centreville, VA 20120-3305 

United States 

1-703.818.8919 

Fax: 1-703.818.8919 

Email: rkbose@reducingglobalwarming.com 

 

*Michael Cote 

Vice President 

Ruby Canyon Engineering 

743 Horizon Court  

Suite 385 

Grand Junction, CO 81506 

United States 

1-970-241-9298 

Fax: 1-970-256-1761 

Email: mcote@rubycanyoneng.com 

*Jack Gehring 

Director, International Services 

Caterpillar Inc. 

1425 K Street, N.W  

Suite 400 

Washington, DC 20005 

United States 

1-202-466-0662 
Fax: 1- 202-466-0684 

Email: Gehring_Jack_W@cat.com 

 

*Raymond Pilcher 

President 

Raven Ridge Resources 

584 25 Road  

Grand Junction, CO 81505 

United States 

1-970 245 4088 

Fax: 1-970 245 2514 

Email: pilcher@ravenridge.com 
 

*Ranjana Sagar 

Treasurer 

Bose Research & Development Inc 

14303 Brookmere Drive  

Centreville, VA 20120-3305 

United States 

1-703.502.7954 

Fax: 1-703.818.8919 

Email: Gr8estmom55@yahoo.com 

 

Lee Schultz 

Manager, Environmental Programs 

BCS Incorporated 

5550 Sterrett Place, Suite 306  

Columbia, MD 21044 

United States 

1-410-997-7778 

Fax: 1-410-997-7669 

Email: lschultz@bcs-hq.com 

 

mailto:rlee@tigerenergycorp.com
mailto:rkbose@reducingglobalwarming.com
mailto:mcote@rubycanyoneng.com
mailto:Gr8estmom55@yahoo.com
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Marty Siebert 

Director of Sales 

Nixon Energy Solutions 

310 Cross Breeze Dr.  

Cordova, TN 38018 

United States 
1-901-751-3634 

Fax: 1-901-752-3852 

Email: msiebert@nixonpower.com 

 

Jack Siegel 

President, Technology and Markets Group 

Energy Resources International, Inc. 

1015 18th Street, NW  

Suite 650 

Washington, DC 20036 

United States 

1-202-785-8833 
Fax: 1-202-785-8834 

Email: siegel@energyresources.com 

 

*Peet Soot 

Northwest Fuel Development, Inc. 

4064 Orchard Drive  

Lake Oswego, OR 97035 

United States 

1-503-699-9836 

Fax: 1-503-699-9847 

Email: peet@northwestfuel.com 

Alfred Whitehouse 

Director, International Programs 

Office of Surface Mining 

1951 Constitution Ave., NW  

Mail Stop 221-SIB 

Washington, DC 20240 
United States 

1-202 208 2868 

Fax: 1-202 408 8412 

Email: awhitehouse@osmre.gov 

 

*Kentaro Yabe 

Senior Environmental Specialist, Carbon 

Finance Unit 

The World Bank 

1818 H Street NW  

Washington, DC 20433 

United States 
1-202-473-2928 

Fax: 1-202-522-7432 

Email: kyabe1@worldbank.org

mailto:peet@northwestfuel.com
mailto:awhitehouse@osmre.gov
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