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GLOBAL METHANE INITIATIVE  
COAL SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING 

21st Session of the Coal Subcommittee 
3 June 2015 
Bogotá, Colombia 

FINAL MINUTES 

The Global Methane Initiative (GMI) Coal Subcommittee held its 21st session on 3 June 2015 in Bogotá, 
Colombia, in conjunction with a technical workshop on CMM and CBM on 4 June. The meetings were 
organized and sponsored by the Colombian Ministry of Mines and Energy, the National Hydrocarbons 
Agency (ANH) of Colombia, the National Mining Agency of Colombia and GMI.  Co-chair Felicia Ruiz 
(United States), Co-chair Huang Shengchu (China), and A. K. Debnath (India) presided over the 
Subcommittee meeting, welcoming 35 participants, including Partner Country delegates representing five 
countries. The Administrative Support Group (ASG) provided an update, and the Subcommittee discussed 
the Steering Committee charges to the ASG, including a new task force developed to propose a plan for 
GMI’s future post-2015. Delegates from China, Colombia, India, Poland and the United States provided 
updates on recent and future CMM activities in their respective countries. Several Project Network 
members provided updates on both CMM and CBM activities in Colombia and abroad. The Subcommittee 
discussed its work products and plans for the GMI Global Methane Forum in 2016.   

The following sections provide more details of the meeting’s discussions. 

Opening Remarks and Introductions 
The Coal Subcommittee meeting was attended by GMI Partner Country delegates, Project Network 
members, and Administrative Support Group (ASG) staff. Presiding over the meeting and providing 
opening remarks were: 

• Co-chair Mr. A.K. Debnath, Chairman Central Mine Planning & Design Institute, India.

• Co-chair Mr. Huang Shengchu, President of the China Coal Information Institute (CCII).

• Co-chair Ms. Felicia Ruiz, Team Lead for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (U.S.
EPA’s) Coalbed Methane Outreach Program (CMOP).

Introductions of country delegates, Project Network members, and other attendees followed. 

ASG Update 

Ms. Monica Shimamura, GMI ASG Director, announced the ASG is finalizing a four-module GMI video 
describing why methane is important and covering three technical areas, including CMM, in detail. The 
ASG is also working on an infographic to highlight GMI’s accomplishments and the importance of methane 
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mitigation. She also noted the ASG is updating the GMI website to include a map of GMI projects. The 
ASG welcomes information on any known projects missing from the map. 
 
Ms. Shimamura discussed the GMI Steering Committee meeting held in October 2014 in Montreal, Canada 
and the establishment of a Task Force in January 2015. The task force will meet monthly and provide a 
recommendation in September 2015 about the future of GMI. Ms. Shimamura announced that the GMI and 
Climate and Clean Air Coalition will be co-hosting the Global Methane Forum which will be held in 
Washington, DC from 28-30 March, 2016. This event will be a launching pad for the new ‘post-2015’ GMI 
resulting from the task force recommendations. 
 
A copy of Ms. Shimamura’s ASG and Steering Committee update is available on the EPA website.  
 
Group Discussion on GMI Transition 
The Co-chairs opened the floor for a group discussion on the future of the GMI Coal Subcommittee post-
2015 and the upcoming Global Methane Forum.  Topics covered included: 

• Future structure of the Coal Subcommittee 
• Configuration of Coal Subcommittee Chairmanship 
• Coal Subcommittee meetings (frequency, in-person vs. webinar, etc.) 
• Coal Subcommittee Program of Work  

Partner Country and Project Network Updates 
Partner country delegates and Project Network members provided the Subcommittee with updates on recent 
and future CMM activities in their respective countries. Delegates from China, Colombia, India, Poland, 
and the United States delivered presentations, which are currently available on the EPA website. 
 
Subcommittee Business 
Ms. Ruiz provided an update on recently updated Coal Subcommittee work products: 

• Coal Mine Methane Country Profiles. Ms. Ruiz noted that, on behalf of GMI, EPA has developed 
37 comprehensive profiles that characterize the coal and CMM sectors of 29 GMI Partner Countries 
and an additional eight coal-producing nations. The Profiles were updated in June 2015 and are on 
the EPA website.  

• Coal Subcommittee Action Plan and Statement of Purpose. Ms. Ruiz discussed the revised, draft 
Coal Subcommittee Action Plan and requested input on the document and purpose statement ahead 
of the Geneva meeting.   

 
Next Meeting/Closing 
The Coal Subcommittee will hold its 22nd session in Geneva, Switzerland, in conjunction with the 10th 
session of the UNECE Group of Experts on Coal Mine Methane on 27-28 October 2015.  
 
Ms. Ruiz, Mr. Debnath, and Dr. Huang provided closing comments, thanked Colombia Ministry of Mines 
and Energy, ANH, and the National Mining Agency of Colombia for hosting the meeting, and thanked 
everyone for attending.  
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
  

http://epa.gov/globalmethane/meeting06032015.htm
http://epa.gov/globalmethane/meeting06032015.htm
http://epa.gov/cmop/international/cmm-country-profiles.html
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21st Coal Subcommittee Meeting Attendees from Sign-in Sheet
 

 
First 

Name 
Last Name Title Organization 

Name 
City State Country Email 

Mario F. Oviedo Advisor ANM     Colombia mario.oviendo@anm.gov.co 

Oscar 
Dario  

Perez 
Restrepo 

  ANM     Colombia ocscar.perez@anm.gov.co 

Eduardo 
Jose 

Sanchez 
Sierra 

  MINIMAS     Colombia ejsanchez@minimas.gov.co 

Jacek Skiba   Central Mining 
Institute 
Katowice 

    Poland jskiba@gig.eu 

Raymond Pilcher   Raven Ridge     USA pilcher@ravenridge.com 
Julio Flores   FL Smidth       julio.flores@flsmidth.com 
Maria 
Victoria 

Reyes   MINIMAS     Colombia mvreyes@minimas.gov.co 

Maria 
Jiliana 

Hernandez Abogada Martinez Law 
Firm 

    Colombia   

Adriana 
Martinez 

Villegas Abogada Martinez Law 
Firm 

    Colombia adrianamartinez@martinezcordaba.com 

Dons 
Amanda 

    ANM     Colombia   

Alfonso 
Saade 

Mesia         Colombia   

Carlos 
Felipe 

Barrera   John T. Boyd     Colombia cbarrera@jtboyd.com 

Victor 
Aguirre 

del Valle Professor       Colombia victor.aguirre@antiaquia.gov.co 

mailto:mario.oviendo@anm.gov.co
mailto:ocscar.perez@anm.gov.co
mailto:ejsanchez@minimas.gov.co
mailto:jskiba@gig.eu
mailto:pilcher@ravenridge.com
mailto:julio.flores@flsmidth.com
mailto:mvreyes@minimas.gov.co
mailto:adrianamartinez@martinezcordaba.com
mailto:cbarrera@jtboyd.com
mailto:victor.aguirre@antiaquia.gov.co
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First 
Name 

Last Name Title Organization 
Name 

City State Country Email 

Ruben 
Dario 
Chund 

Bedoya Professor UPME     Colombia rubin.chund@upme.gov.co 

Jonathan Kelafant Senior VP Advanced 
Resources 

    United 
States 

jkelafant@adv-res.com 

Tobios 
Alejandro 
Anilo 

    Colombiana 
de Minerales 

    Colombia   

Amal 
Kumar 

Debnath Chairman Cum 
Managing Director 

Central Mine 
Planning & 
Design 
Institute 

Ranchi Jharkhand India CMD@CMPDI.CO.IN 

Meredydd Evans Senior Staff Scientist Pacific 
Northwest 
National 
Laboratory 

College 
Park 

Maryland USA m.evans@pnnl.gov 

Felicia Ruiz Lead, Coalbed Methane 
Outreach Program 

U.S. 
Environmental 
Protection 
Agency 

Washington DC USA ruiz.felicia@epa.gov 

Monica  Shimamura Director Administrative 
Support Group 

Global 
Methane 
Initiative  

Washington DC United 
States 

shimamura.monica@epa.gov 

Clark Talkington Vice President Advanced 
Resources 
International, 
Inc 

Arlington VA USA ctalkington@adv-res.com 

Katerine Avila Acero Directora de Logistica y 
Produccion 

Colombiana 
de Minerales 
LTDA 

Tunja Boyaca Colombia gerencia@colombianademinerales.com 

mailto:rubin.chund@upme.gov.co
mailto:jkelafant@adv-res.com
mailto:CMD@CMPDI.CO.IN
mailto:m.evans@pnnl.gov
mailto:ruiz.felicia@epa.gov
mailto:shimamura.monica@epa.gov
mailto:ctalkington@adv-res.com
mailto:gerencia@colombianademinerales.com
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First 
Name 

Last Name Title Organization 
Name 

City State Country Email 

Astrid Blandon 
Montes 

Docente Universidad 
Nacional de 
Colombia 

Medellín Anqioquia Colombia asblando@unal.edu.co 

Diego Combariza Engineer GECOLSA Bogota   Colombia diego_combariza@gecolsa.com.co 

Shengchu Huang President of Research 
center of SAWS 

Research 
center of State 
Administration 
of Work safety 
P.R.C 

Beijing   China huangsc@coalinfo.net.cn 

Jorge  Molina Professor Universidad 
Nacional de 
Colombia 

Medellin Antioquia Colombia jmmolina@unal.edu.co 

Eduardo Ramos Jefe de Regulación y 
Nuevos Negocios 

GECELCA S.A. 
E.S.P. 

Barranquilla   Colombia eramos@gecelca.com.co 

Paulo Rebolledo Analista de Regulación 
y Nuevos Negocios 

GECELCA S.A. 
E.S.P. 

Barranquilla   Colombia prebolledo@gecelca.com.co 

Fredy Rojas Profesional 
Especializado 

UPME Bogota Cundinamarca Colombia fredy.rojas@upme.gov.co 

Fengyun Sang Director of China 
Coalbed Methane 
Clearinghouse of CCII 

China Coal 
Information 
Institute 

Beijing   China sangfy@coalinfo.net.cn 

Wei Wang Officer of Quality and 
Standard Management 
Department 

CNPC Beijing   China wangw001@petrochina.com.cn 

Peihua  Zhao Director of 
Standardization Office 

PetroChina 
Coalbed 
methane 
Company 

Beijing   China phzhao@petrochina.com.cn 
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